The Edith Borthwick School Weekly
Update 14.1.22
Good afternoon everyone. I hope you have all had a positive week. It has been a good week here and
it has been lovely to see some fantastic learning in classes, including clay modelling, cooking healthy
meals, completing cultural diversity questionnaires and developing PECS skills by making requests
and commenting.
Our amazing map maker Owen, is branching out into business. Please see his poster below and let
the school know if you would be interested in a bespoke piece of art.
The week beginning the 31st of January is National Storytelling Week. We are looking forward to
promoting and celebrating reading and storytelling in school. The learners will be involved in a wide

range of exciting activities ranging from engaging in sensory stories in our fantastic new school
library, to writing and telling stories to be shared across the school.
We would also love to celebrate the amazing reading and storytelling that takes place at home. If
you have any photos or videos of your child engaging in reading, listening to a story or even telling a
story at home that you would be happy for us to showcase in school please email them into
admin@edithborthwick.essex.sch.uk with a subject of STORYTELLING. We look forward to sharing
these in the weekly newsletter and on the website.
Hope you have a fantastic weekend

In regards to COVID, there are a number of the school community who are currently positive - both
learners and staff. Unfortunately we had to move one group to remote learning as there were a
number of positive cases within the class. We continue to have a range of control measures in place
including:

•
•

Virtual assemblies and annual review meetings.
•

•

Dining in class

Bubble systems back in operation

Limited educational visits (only if we are the only group there and ri sk assessment allows)

The Government shared some further changes to the isolation guidance yesterday. We have yet to
see how this translates to school settings, so in the short term our risk assessment remains the same
until we see the updated DfE guidance.
IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS and haven't tested positive on a lateral flow, YOU SHOULD ACCESS A PCR
TEST and isolate until you get the result.
Please forward on test results to the school for our records to ensure we can support you in
translating the guidance. Please see our guidance here.
Thanks for all your continued support with making our school community as safe as possible.

Hope you all have a safe and fun weekend.

1 - Learners made staff lunches this week - they were delicious!! Well done

2 - Joke of the week

3 - FOEBS would like to wish the school community a very Happy New Year! We have the first Zoom Committee Meeting of
2022 next Monday 17th at 12.30 and everyone is welcome to join us. We will be discussing our plan for the year ahead and
would love to hear your ideas for fundraising and FUNraising too. If you’d like to get involved in a way that suits you we’d
love to hear from you. We’re a very friendly bunch and welcome all the support we can get from parents, carers, staff and
friends. You can contact us via FOEBS2015@gmail.com or via Facebook
Messenger https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOEBS

4 - Thank you to everyone who chose items from the school Amazon wishlist as Christmas gifts, you’re so very kind! Items
start from just a few pounds and most classes have added resources that would benefit their learners. There are also school
wide materials and staff treats to choose from. Just make a selection and it will be delivered straight to school. Do add a
note to say which class it’s for and who it’s from so we can say thank you! Even better if you’re signed up to Amazon Smile
as that will add a donation too! https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VNJY41I6M5K6

5 - We are delighted to share that your generous donations for the Sensory Snow Experience raised in excess of
£570! Huge thanks to the staff who set up, ran the event, supported the learners to attend and engage in whatever ways
that suited them and did all the tidying up afterwards... on top of their already crazy workload!! FOEBS enormously

appreciates your dedication to enable this to still go ahead for the children and young people. During the holidays FOEBS
made a montage video of photos from the event (where permission was been given) so everyone can share the learners ’
enjoyment. This will also serve as a ‘video social story’ next year to help those who struggled. You can watch this on the
school website https://www.edithborthwick.essex.sch.uk/friends-of-edith-borthwick/ and our Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOEBS

6 - If you were given Christmas prezzies that are unsuitable but would suit someone else, FOEBS would be very happy to
take these off your hands to use as prizes during the year ahead. Please let us know if you have items you would like to
‘regift’. You can contact us via FOEBS2015@gmail.com or via Facebook
Messenger https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOEBS

7 - One super easy method to support our school is to join The Edith Borthwick School lottery. Join the lottery this season,
and not only will you be helping to raise vital funds, but you'll also be automatically entered into a special draw to win an
amazing prize! On 26th February, one lucky player will win a Forest Holiday worth £500. The winner will be able to choose
from 12 stunning UK locations. All existing ticket holders will also be automatically entered into this special
draw. Remember, this is no ordinary lottery - it's a fun and easy way to boost school fundraising without having to give up
your precious time. Tickets cost just £1 a week each, there is a guaranteed school winner every week and you could win
the national £25,000 prize! https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-edith-borthwick-school

